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The physical meeting that TMAC was supposed to have during the first week of February 
did not happen due to some kind of scheduling problem just a few weeks before the session 
was to occur, so this was our first face to face session since December.  That is not to say 
that TMAC has not been active in the interim.  On the contrary, each of the three 
subcommittees (Future Conditions, Hazard and Risk Mapping, and Operations) has been 
holding conference calls every two to three weeks during which we work on outlining 
sections of our first annual report and hold webinars with subject matter experts to 
provide information that will help us write background text supporting recommendations 
we formulate to include in our report. Between meetings we have been very busy writing 
draft material, after listening to briefings and reading a lot of supporting materials. 
 
This year we will be issuing two reports.  One of these is a one-time report meant very 
specifically to address effects of future conditions and climate change on flood risks, in 
accordance with the charges in the Biggert Waters Act of 2012.  The other will be our first 
annual report to Congress and the Administrator of FEMA, addressing other charges from 
the Biggert Waters Act and from the Homeowners’ Flood Insurance Affordability Act of 
2014. The majority of the March meeting was spent in subcommittees addressing these 
two reports.  The committee I serve on (Hazards and Risks) focused on writing overarching 
recommendations for the 2015 annual report (which is due this August, before FEMA’s 
own October annual report on the mapping program, so that FEMA can address how it will 
incorporate TMAC recommendations) and identifying areas for which recommendations 
may be written in 2016 and beyond. Preliminary discussions cannot be shared until our 
reports are written and approved by all members of TMAC for release.  I can say that I am 
seeing progress each meeting that should please NSPS and other users of FEMA’s maps and 
data products.  
 
Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for the second week in May, location yet to be 
determined. As always, there will be multiple times available for the public to address 
TMAC, but written comments can always be forwarded, as per the announcements made in 
the Federal Register in advance of the meeting.  
 
There is one item I would like to explain further to my NSPS colleagues at this time, not 
coming out of TMAC but very relevant to its activities.  This is the issuance of President 
Obama’s Executive Order 13690 on January 30, 2015, which states:   
 

“It is the policy of the United States to improve the resilience of communities and 
Federal assets against the impacts of flooding. These impacts are anticipated to 
increase over time due to the effects of climate change and other threats. Losses 
caused by flooding affect the environment, our economic prosperity, and public 
health and safety, each of which affects our national security.” 
- Executive Order 13690 

 



This EO establishes a Federal Flood Risk Management Standard (FFRMS), intended to help 
ensure that federally-funded buildings and infrastructure are constructed to withstand the 
impacts of flooding (now and in the future), improve the resilience of communities, and 
protect Federal investments.  
 
Federal agencies can select the best approach of the following three for establishing the 
flood elevation and hazard area they use in siting, design, and construction: 

1. Utilizing best-available, actionable data and methods that integrate current and 
future changes in flooding based on science; 

2. Two or three feet of elevation, (depending on criticality), above the 100-year, or 1%-
annual-chance, flood elevation; OR 

3. 500-year, or 0.2%-annual-chance, flood elevation. 
 
I am aware of public misinterpretations that this new standard means that everything 
needs to be elevated two feet.  This is not the case.  The water surface elevation of the 0.2% 
(500 year) flood event may only be a few tenths above Base Flood Elevation. Much of this 
depends upon topography. However, I would also like to point out that there are numerous 
counties and communities throughout the US that already require 2, 3, and even 4 feet of 
freeboard above the Base Flood Elevation.  The FFRMS is not introducing a new concept in 
this regard. 
 
The FFRMS affects federal construction and federally funded construction in identified 1% 
annual chance floodplains. Like Executive Order 11988, it does not prohibit construction in 
1% chance floodplains, but encourages avoiding these areas whenever possible and 
practical. The Standard does not apply to any private construction in the 1% annual chance 
floodplain unless federal funds are involved in financing that construction. It also does not 
affect flood insurance premiums, affect community NFIP participation requirements, or 
alter community floodplain management requirements. 
 
There is a wealth of information about the FFRMS available on line: 

Executive Order - http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/01/30/executive-
order-establishing-federal-flood-risk-management-standard-and-      

Fact Sheet - 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ceq/Press_Releases/January_30_2015 

The draft Guidelines are available for public comment until April 6, 2015, and I encourage 
the participation of NSPS members in this process. Please see FEMA’s page on the FFRMS 
and how to comment: https://www.fema.gov/federal-flood-risk-management-standard-
ffrms 
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